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LETTER 


ON THE PRESENT 


ASSOCIATIONS. 


MY DEAR SIR, 


You have defired me to give 
my opinion in regard to your entering your 
name into an Aſſociation, now forming for the 
_ purpoſe of ſupporting the Conſtitution, ſup= 
preſſing ſeditious Publications, &c. In doing 
this, I ſhall be led on to introduce ſome miſ- 
cl 6 


80 foi as your name does not appear among 
| thoſe avowedly affociated for the purpoſe of 
propagating republican principles, and ſub- 
yerting the preſent Government, I ſhall not 
- ſuppoſe you the leſs loyal for not enrolling 
io oy the others: it ſtrikes me as a 

: — KY meaſure 


2 


el 


meaſure totally unneceflary. Every man who 
deports himſelf according to the laws, commits 
no act in violation of them, but voluntarily 
lives utider their protection, is deemed virtually 
a good Citizen and Subject, without his fign- | 
ing a paper to declare he 1s ſo. | 


Indiſcriminate Aſſociations give a degree of 
conſequence to thoſe paltry, ſeditious Clubs, 
which they do not deſerve—Beſides, they have 
this bad effect; they tend to divide the people 
into a number of political ſects. Some aſſo- 
ciate for the purpoſe of reform, others for 
avowedsrepublican views; ſome for the ſupport 
of the Conſtitution, ſome for the ſuppreſſion of 
ſeditious Publications, and others for the Liberty 
of the Preſs. But may not theſe very Meet- 
ings, profeſſing themſelves conſtitutional in their 
views, when they come to take root, and in 
fact to be more organized, in the end prove 
dangerous to that very Conſtitution they ori- 
ginally * to ſupport Why then all 
1 


The 8 addreſſing by county and 
municipal meetings ſeems the more eligible; 
b | ; but 


1 

. 
but now the ſenſe of the whole country is 
made known. Every perſon of the higheſt - 
conſideration, both as to rank and property, 
the merchants and traders, the yeomanry in 
the country, and the great mats of the people, 
have declared themſelves, in the moſt ſatis- 
factory manner, ſtrongly attached to the pre- 
{ent Conſtitution, as conſiſting of King, Lords, 
and Commons. The number then of diſ- 
affected can be ſo very ſmall, that it is aſſo- 
ciating to defend what is not in danger. 


You. are not to infer becauſe a drunken 
ſcoundrel may have chalked upon a wall ſome 
ſeditious words, that the town is diſaffected; 
no more than from ſeeing there obſcene ones, 
you ſhould ſuppoſe the inhabitants to be im- 
moral. Whether the late alarm was occa- 
ſioned by the intrigues of foreign emiſſaries, or 
ſome other cauſe, remains yet a ſecret. It 

has ſo far had this good effect, that it has 
brought forth ſuch effuſions of loyalty and 
attachment, as muſt pleaſe every one, and 

pacify the moſt timid, | 


But 


EL. 
But let us beware of extremes. The pre · 
vailing cry of Church and State ſeems uncon- 
ſtitutional. There is a degree of bigotry in it, 
and an inadaptation to the preſent times. The 
different deviations from the forms of the 
Church are legalized by the Conſtitution : and = 

the King, being the Head of the Church, and 

of courſe of all religious matters, the ery ſhould 
be King and Conſtitution, In this all are in- 
cluded, and no odious diſtinctions created, : 


The example ſet by the French can never 
mfluence the minds of any nation: they have 
ſhewn themſelves unworthy of liberty, and in- 
capable of enjoying it. Their preſent Rulers, 
(for Government they have none) inſtead of 
acting as Legiſhtors and Stateſmen, have 

proved themſelves Monſters and Aſſaſſins. 

Their proceedings have been marked with 
, blood, oppreſſion, and cruelty. Treacherous to 
themſelves, and perfidious to the whole 
world, ſhall we imitate ſuch a people? 
Their own countryman, Voltaire, charac- 
terizes them as being either apes or tigers, 
Io the diſgrace of the European world, they 


are 


171 


are now the latter; it is to be hoped they will | 
ere long be _ the former. | 


Their bar aue e 0 ſavage pie, 
Ga doubly to be exerciſed againſt the per- 
fon of their unfortunate Monarch, becauſe he 
was undoubtedly the beſt man of their nation. 
Even the malignity of Paine's heart cannot 
prevent him from declaring the goodneſs of 
his SHEN; the _—_— of the man. 


But hear what Mr. Neckar fays 1— “ Be- 
hold Louis the Sixteenth, who * has 
„ withed to plant liberty upon a foundation in- 
& difloluble ; one who, ſurrounded by a faith- 
„ful army, and in the pleuitude of his power, 
has himſelf placed barriers to his authority; 
deſpiſing the prerogatives that he deemed 

* uſeleſs to the happineſs of France, has volun- 
<« tarily given them up. His reign has been 
* marked by numerous kindneſſes of his love 
4 for his people. Under his reign, and during 
the time of his authority, (les Corvees) bind 
* days work, that ſcourge of the country, have 
been aboliſhed, and converted into a duty 
** agreeable to the value of property. Under 

55 « his 


(8 >] 
40 his reign, la Taille, that arbitrary tax, has 
been fixed. Under his reign, the abolition of 
“all perſonal ſervitude has been promoted, by 


the example which the King himſelf ſet in 
« all his own domains. 


This Prince, humane and compaſſionate, 
by aboliſhing all ſecret puniſhments, (thoſe 
* odious tortures, which forced an unhappy 
s creature to become a witneſs againſt him- 
& ſelf) has diſembarraſſed the criminal proceſs 
„b of all its barbarities. Tis he who has paid 
« attention to the improvement of the priſons 
4 and hoſpitals ; tis he who has given the 
'< rare example of purity of morals; who is 
“religious without being ſuperſtitious. In 
the midſt of ſo many kindnefles, public as 
well as private, who could ever accuſe Louis 
<« of having once cloſed his heart againſt com- 


. < paſſion and pityt 


« Behold then, to-day, that ſame Monarch, 
5 after having experienced every kind of out- 


* rage; after having undergone every indig= 


6c nity the moſt cutting; now barricaded up 
in a * priſon. There i it is, where ſepa- 


66 rated 1 


tek 


6 « rated | from the world, he hourly learns the 
66 mouldering away. of ; his fortune. T There it it 


7 3.5% 


6 is, Where they will one day go to . . 
1 him to appear before a Tribunal prejp NY 

6 againſt him; before a Tribunal whoſe author 

10 © rity. does not exiſt, and does not | paſſeſs che 


66 © generous, ſentiment. : and without, A 5 mf : 


$244 


r 
7 * minary, act of confidence on the, 75 of t thit 
66 King, whom they themſelves Wes 8 
« The Re — of French Liberty. 


211. 4217 


"Behold this much injured Sovereign, fab 
jected t to be tried like a common culprit, by 
thoſe ruffians, who. have been ſearching for 
| the crimes of their, Kings for Portes cen- 


* * % 


turies paſt, in order to hurl them upon His ip- 1 
nocent, devoted head, Every honeſt heat in 1 
BY Fountry, muſt bleed for him, by bebe Mad 


4 
9 * My 
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„The contemplation of theſe atrocities ould 
lead one, into too great length : let us 1 
t where the Proſpet i 15 more Pleaf ing. * 0 
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- In; this country, FE God, there i is, 


Lat 3 


only, a. Rock, « of. common ſenſe, but a 15 
| fund of good "ſenſe. By this we are evabled 


»Tths: * 
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to behold the power of the King, the Lords, 
© and Common, without jealouſy, either in their 
Collective or ſeparate branches; knowing that 


f each has reciprocal duties and reciprocal 
ecks: that although their power was oti- 
gigally delegated from the people, yet it is 
2gain reflected back to them, by the promul- 
1 of wholeſome laws, which give pro- i 
cin to their lives, liberties, and Properties. | 


Under this idea, I can look at the King 
_ ſeated upon his Throne, furrounded by all his 
great Officers of State, with all the enſigns 
and pageantry of power, and all the grandeur 
of Imperial Sovereignty diſplayed, I can con- 
» template upon this ſhew with the moſt pleaſing 
ſenfations ; conſcious that, in no one inſtance, 
his Majeſty can commit an act of injuſtice, 
although on many he may confer innumerable 
benefits. Here then the honeft heart may 
feel gratification, and take pride to itſelf, in 
ſeeing the Sovereignty and Majeſty of the 
People, which can only remain vague and 
ideal, till thus collected, as it were, into one 
| oeus, and fo rendered efficient and per- 


— 


The 


n 
The keeping up, on occaſions, of ſplendid and 

kingly ſtate, is highly decorous, and a proper 

compliment from the executive to the dele-+ | 
| gating power. So are the occaſional con- 
deſcenſions of the Sovereign, in converſingg 
with his ſubjects without the ſhackles of cere- 
mony: it is flattering to the party honoured, 
and leaves a favourable impreſſion of the good- 

neſs of his heart. It is impoſſible for aux 
Sovereign to reign more in the hearts of his 

people than our preſent King : the zealous de- 

clarations of attachment to him and his illuſ- 
 trious family have been unprecedented. Nor 

are expreſſions of loyalty ſent to him in his 


collective n. * e e loye to 
him 25 2 men. | 75 


1 1 * been wiſely formed ; 
although hereditary, yet it is not a monopoly; 
it ſprings originally out of the people, and is 
ſtill recruited from it. The road to Fame and 
Honours 1s open to every one; Virtue, Courage, 
and Learning, will lead the way. Our Nobles 
have excluſive privileges, only as Peers of Par- 
liament, they have no exclufve rights; - hut 
every man has an equal right to the protection 


1 


of the Hws. To cohftder great wealth” as a 
neceſſary ſtep to the Peerage, is wrong; "the 
man is wholly the object to be conſidered: and 
although a certain eſtate is neceſfary for 
enabling him to ſupport his rank with dignity; 
it is by no means neceſſary that that eſtate 
ſhould be an overgrown one. In the exaltation 
then of a Commoner to the Peerage, it cannot 
be a matter of envy to any one : if we wiſh 
for thoſe honours, let us $ crauſate to deſerve # - 
them. 334 l FAS TH rh Tis Boar 4 
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The Sides conſtituted — by 
the People, form the grand part of this Con- 
ftitution; and in their legiſlative capacity, are 
ſo connected with the other two, ſtill remain- 

ing ſeparate as to their rights and privileges, 
| that from all together a machine 1s formed, 

| although apparently complear, yet remaining 
ſimple, eaſily to be kept in order, and con- 
taining within itſelf ſuch principles of repara- 
tion, that nothing but the & ome neglect can 
ſuffer 1 it to fall to 2 925 enn 


* 
en $952 


Vour zeal i in nt rule Under the 


dae of its being in danger, I cannot but 
commend, 


131 
nmend. No apprehenſion could ariſe, ex- | 
cept from the French. Among the many un- 
happy emigrants from that devoted country, 
doubtleſs there are mauy good characters, and 
| who are much to be pitied: but I fear there 
are a great number of the vileſt miſcreants; of 
baſe aſſaſſins, plunderers, and robbers ; Whoſe 
hands are ſtill reeking with the innocent blood 
of thoſe victims whom FIT Wehn 
. to their: Huge oye” ks 
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A dice of bean P now e 
in the National Convention, to be denounced 
againſt the | c/-devant. Duke of Orleans. 1 
cannot forbear tranſeribiug a paragraph from 
a Morning Paper, * een him 0 
W | 2 od | id bau OE 


No comes the turn of the infamous 
% Egalité; who, in October 1789, not having 
the audacity to uſurp the Throne, over- 

* turned it by his Agents. He too is now 

* condemned to diſappear under the ruins of 

„that very Throne, which his ſacrilegious 
hands have ſhaken.Whither ſhall he fly 
„ for * ? What nation will afford an aſy- 

$6 yok 
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Sen e this monſter vl; vice? What people 
will endure this illuſtrious: villain, whoſe 
< licentious and criminal life preſents nothing 
put ſhameleſs vices, dreadful treaſons, low- 
ved intrigues ;- without one virtue, one 
good quality, one mental faculty, to coun- 
e eee eee AS 1 | 


| Bite comtry ee him, farely 
will not be England. Should his ſhameleſs 
audacity point out this country to him as 2 
retreat, it is to be hoped that he will be held 
in uniĩverſal deteſtation, and that his Royal 
Highneſs the Prince of Wales will be the firſt 
to ſet the example, by inſtantly withdrawing 
. 
honoured him with. 


— mention bis Royal High- | 
neſs, on any occaſion, without the greateſt 
reſpect; and I muſt apologize for having taken 
the liberty of ſuggeſting any thing to one who 
is ſo competent a judge of what is dignified 
and decorous; who as a Prince highly en- 
gdawed, is reſpected ; as a Gentleman highly 


(os) | 
accompliſhed, admired ; 2 Mt 
pre 
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Te WA to wks juſt Nighnly'upou 
the foregoing ſubjects, merely to ſhew that 
apparently there is no danger, either exiſting 
or latent. The executive power has certainly 
the authority to enforce the laws; and it it 
has it not ſufficiently, let us give it the means, 
without creating an artificial aſſiſtant one, 
which is unknown to the nene "ind 
1 ene ee e Wet ig boxing; 


bh Ireland at "this bent be _—_; are 4 
invited, under -the moſt plauſible pretexts of 
| ſupporting the Conſtitution of their country, 

to affociate with arms in their hands; and 

they are then told, in all the affected phraſe- 
ology of French jacobiniſm, that they have 

innumerable grievances to redreſs, and that 
they muſt not ſeparate till they have effected 
that purpoſe. Is there no danger in ſuch. 
Aſſociation? Here the whole is avowed, and 
may be guarded againſt.— Do not confound 
this armed Aſſociation with the Meetings of 


the petitiohing Catholics of Ireland a they are 
not at all connected: their demands appear 

to be founded on juſtice and moderation. It 

. would-be improper and indelicate to enter on 
the ſubject, as their Delegates are already ar- 
rived to arrange matters with Adminiſtration. 5 
But in theſe our Aſſociatious, the firſt prin-, 
eiples being e good, ; the _— 

= danger is con or not conſidered. 

| | S710 ene 151 NI T7 OO 
We. vi why your R all or- 
Ap egy profeſſing and tendering aſſiſtance to 
the Magiſtrates, paſſing their approbation upon 
the laws-and proceedings of Parliament; here 
then ſpring up ſo many Aſſemblies, eriticiſing 
on the legiſlation of the country; theſe from 
applauding will come to diſapprove; the Ma- 
giſtrates, in ſuch caſes, will be led to be ſupine, 
becauſe they have not the declared aſſiſtance 
of the Aſſociators. The Aſſociators in the 
dountry, finding their diſtance from the capital 
N debars them of the advantages of immediate 
deliberation, beg t to ſend Deputies; the whole 
| is wanting is, to procure a r%οe 


bras enough * their reception, and a kind 
of 


* 


( 
% 


[ Ws i I 
of Jacobin Club is conſtituted, iber having 
been originally intended. Where then would 
be the difference, whether this mongrel Af 
ſembly ſhould poſſeſs power in the Conſti« 
ae or influence on it? | | 


ee 1 are now eſtabliſhing. \; 
> themſelves all over the kingdom; nay, every 5 
| village muſt have its Aſſociation, to give its 
imaginary aid to the Country Juſtice; nor is 
the rage likely to ceaſe, till we are become a 
nation of inquiſitorial Spies and acting Con- 
ſtables. Each pariſh will be an ee of” ,*- 


petty Police Officers, Ya 


' Profelis of loyalty and ſupport of the 
Conſtitution, i in whatever manner made known, 
are commendable : but when theſe Meetings 
dęclare that they will vigorouſly ſuppreſs ſuch 
or ſuch Aſſemblies, ſuch Publications, prevent 
ſuch or ſuch Speeches from being delivered; ; 
do not they arrogate to themſelves an authority 
which they are not Entitled. to by law? and 
ö by their attempt to ſuppteſs ſuch Publications 


as the law may not have decided upon, do they 
. 1 1 


9 
7 
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ter 
55 not unwarrantably paſs a perjudgtten upon 
the Publiſher ? 85 5 3 


The greater part, I am Favre are 455. 
ciated from the beſt and pureſt intentions; 
but unforeſeen difficulties will ariſe: inſtead 
of unanimity, a political kind of warfare will 
be kept up, counter, Affociations form, and 
thoſe not expreſſing the mildeſt intentions: 
witneſs the recent one at Derby. In point of 
domeſtic c comfort, Neighbour Thomas becomes 
a Spy upon Neighbour John, and fo vice verſd;: 
good fellowſhip, and mutual confidence, are 

at length deſtroyed ; ſociety loſes its cheerful- 

neſs ; converſation is clogged ; opinions not 

delivered, or given through the medium of 

metaphorical diſguiſe. The entrance of an 

- Aﬀociator into any Aſſembly here, may have 
ſomething like ſuch an effect, as the ſudden 


\ L * A * * 
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appearance of an Alguazil, or an Officer of the 
: Holy Ine 2281 NOoug Rave 1 in 9 1 10 
| Self- undd bes, arrogating to 1. 
1 | themſelves authority, muſt ever be odious : 
| i they may become pas Ls but never uſe- 


* ful. 


{ 9 1] 


ful. In the beſt Governments, the madneſs 
of the multitude may occaſionally break out 
in ſcenes of riot; and frequently for the moſt 
trivial cauſe: in ſuch caſes, ſhould the remon- 
ſtrances of the civil power prove inefficacious, 
molt probably both the remonſtrance and aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Aſſociators, would prove equally 
ſo. For allaying ſuch paroxiſms of phrenſy, 

Government will act wiſe by depending upon 
a much more efficient foree. The point then 
ſeems to reſt here. If the civil power be 
found inadequate to, the enforcing the Laws, 
ſuppreſſing ſeditious Publications, Meetings, 
&c. ſo as to have recourſe to theſe Aſſociations 
for aſſiſtance; they will become, by a ſort of h 
courteſy, tolerated, although not legitimated. 

By thus having interwoyen themſelves into 
the Government of the country, they may 
not only become. embarraſſi ing to its meaſures, 
but dangerous to its very principles. If the 
civil power be ſufficiently ſtrong, where then 
the object of aſſociating a It is ſupererogatory, 
aud F ; beſides, it is a tacit reflexion 
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'T have 


19 1 


1 have before obſerved, that unthought of 


danger may lay concealed, and that this inter- 
ference may prove an excreſcence fo unwield 
to the Conſtitution, that reform will here in- 
deed be neceſſary. Let then the Ciyil Magiſ- 
trate (whoſe powers are well defined, and ſuf- 


2 


ficiently ample; if he has abilities, courage, 


and inclination to put them in force) ſtep 
| boldly forward and exert himſelf when - oc- 
caſion may require, he will then find not the 


N neteſſity for demanding the concurrent 1 


fliſtance of his anten e 


I know not whether this my anke your in 


fo forcible a manner; if my fears be ideal, ſo 
much the better, From' the beſt of *motiyes, 
J have giyen you my opinion upon this in- 


tereſting ſubject; not from the ſmalleſt idea of 


throwing the leaſt odium upon what I am ſure 
is well intentioned. You know too well my 
myjolable attachment to the Conſtitution : it 


is from a prepoſſeſſion {that it can receive no 
ultimate advantage from theſe meaſures, that 


J have been induced to reply to you _— 
ſo fully. 


In 


* 


* 


ag > 


inclnatign prom pted me to do. 


or blame vou for rej ie 


"0 8 - 
dos Sa 


C 21 1 
In regard to myſelf, I am a member of no 
Aſſociation nor political Club whatever: as a 


military man, I made an early tender of my 


ſervices to Government, which both oy and 


\ 


By no means let me bias you to adopt ſenti- 


ments, which I ſhall not F 


- 
„ 


King ow 


I am, &c. 


Jan. 57 1793. 2 
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In 8vo. Price 18, 6d. ſc » [embelliſhed with a Repreſentation 
of Dr. Johnſon in bigh Glee, at the Breakfaſt Table of Mrs. 


'Thrale 
HE WITTICISMS, ANECDOTES, JES TS, and SAY- 


INGS, of Dr. SAMUEL JOHNSON, during the 
whole Courſe of his Life. College from Boſwell, Piozzi, 


Hawkins, Barrett, Beauclerk, Sir Joſhua Reynolds, and other 
Gentlemen in the Habits of Intimacy with the Doctor. In- 
cluding a full Account of his Converſation with the King. 

To which is added, a great Number of Jeſts, in which the 
moſt ** Wits of the preſent Century bore a Part. 


| In 12mo. Price 6d. 
[Embelliſhed with a ſtriking Likeneſs) - 
HE LIFE of that GREAT CIRCUMNAVIGATOR, 
: CAPTAIN COOK. 
Particularly including the MELANCHOLY NARRATIVE 
| of bis DEATH. 
As Written by Ds. KIPPIS. 
" Abridged by Fe BAC A wy HOP of the laner Temple. 
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